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Park System in accordance with 
§ 3109.2(b) of this title. 

[47 FR 22478, May 24, 1982, as amended at 48 
FR 33682, July 22, 1983; 55 FR 12351, Apr. 3, 
1990] 

Subpart 3141—Leasing in Special 
Tar Sand Areas 

SOURCE: 48 FR 7422, Feb. 18, 1983, unless 
otherwise noted. 

NOTE: The information collection require-
ments contained in 43 CFR subpart 3141 do 
not require approval by the Office of Man-
agement and Budget under 44 U.S.C. 3501 et 
seq. because there are fewer than 10 respond-
ents annually. 

§ 3141.0–1 Purpose. 

The purpose of this subpart is to pro-
vide for the competitive leasing of 
lands and issuance of Combined Hydro-
carbon Leases, Oil and Gas Leases, or 
Tar Sand Leases within special tar 
sand areas. 

[70 FR 58614, Oct. 7, 2005] 

§ 3141.0–3 Authority. 

The regulations in this subpart are 
issued under the authority of the Min-
eral Leasing Act of February 25, 1920 
(30 U.S.C. 181 et seq.), the Mineral Leas-
ing Act for Acquired Lands (30 U.S.C. 
351 et seq.), the Federal Land Policy 
and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 
1701 et seq.), the Combined Hydrocarbon 
Leasing Act of 1981 (95 Stat. 1070), and 
the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (Pub. L. 
109–58). 

[70 FR 58615, Oct. 7, 2005] 

§ 3141.0–5 Definitions. 

As used in this subpart, the term: 
(a) Combined hydrocarbon lease means 

a lease issued in a Special Tar Sand 
Area for the removal of any gas and 
nongaseous hydrocarbon substance 
other than coal, oil shale or gilsonite. 

(b) For purposes of this subpart, ‘‘oil 
and gas lease’’ means a lease issued in a 
Special Tar Sand Area for the explo-
ration and development of oil and gas 
resources other than tar sand. 

(c) Tar sand lease means a lease 
issued in a Special Tar Sand area ex-
clusively for the exploration for and 
extraction of tar sand. 

(d) Special Tar Sand Area means an 
area designated by the Department of 
the Interior’s Orders of November 20, 
1980 (45 FR 76800), and January 21, 1981 
(46 FR 6077), and referred to in those or-
ders as Designated Tar Sand Areas, as 
containing substantial deposits of tar 
and sand. 

(e) Tar sand means any consolidated 
or unconsolidated rock (other than 
coal, oil shale or gilsonite) that either: 
(1) Contains a hydrocarbonaceous ma-
terial with a gas-free viscosity, at 
original reservoir temperature greater 
than 10,000 centipoise, or (2) contains a 
hydrocarbonaceous material and is pro-
duced by mining or quarrying. 

[47 FR 22478, May 24, 1982, as amended at 70 
FR 58615, Oct. 7, 2005; 71 FR 28779, May 18, 
2006] 

§ 3141.0–8 Other Applicable Regula-
tions. 

(a) Combined hydrocarbon leases. (1) 
The following provisions of part 3100 of 
this title, as they relate to competitive 
leasing, apply to the issuance and ad-
ministration of combined hydrocarbon 
leases issued under this part. 

(i) All of subpart 3100, with the excep-
tion of § 3100.3–2; 

(ii) The following sections of subpart 
3101: §§ 3101.1–1, 3101.2–1, 3101.2–2, 3101.2– 
4, 3101.2–5, 3101.7–1, 3101.7–2, and 3101.7– 
3; 

(iii) All of subpart 3102; 
(iv) All of subpart 3103, with the ex-

ception of §§ 3103.2–1, those portions of 
3103.2–2 dealing with noncompetitive 
leases, and 3103.3–1 (a), (b), and (c); 

(v) All of subpart 3104; 
(vi) All of subpart 3105; 
(vii) All of subpart 3106, with the ex-

ception of § 3106.1 (c); 
(viii) All of subpart 3107, with the ex-

ception of § 3107.7; 
(ix) All of subpart 3108; and 
(x) All of subpart 3109, with special 

emphasis on § 3109.2 (b). 
(2) Prior to commencement of oper-

ations, the lessee shall develop either a 
plan of operations as described in 43 
CFR 3592.1 which ensures reasonable 
protection of the environment or file 
an application for a permit to drill as 
described in 43 CFR part 3160, which-
ever is appropriate. 

(3) The provisions of 43 CFR part 3180 
shall serve as general guidance to the 
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administration of combined hydro-
carbon leases issued under this part to 
the extent they may be included in 
unit or cooperative agreements. 

(b) Oil and gas leases. (1) All of the 
provisions of parts 3100, 3110, and 3120 
of this title apply to the issuance and 
administration of oil and gas leases 
issued under this part. 

(2) All of the provisions of part 3160 
apply to operations on an oil and gas 
lease issued under this part. 

(3) The provisions of 43 CFR part 3180 
apply to the administration of oil and 
gas leases issued under this part. 

(c) Tar sand leases. (1) The following 
provisions of part 3100 of this title, as 
they relate to competitive leasing, 
apply to the issuance of tar sand leases 
issued under this part. 

(i) All of subpart 3102; 
(ii) All of subpart 3103 with the excep-

tion of sections 3103.2–1, 3103.2–2(d), and 
3103.3; 

(iii) All of section 3120.4; and 
(iv) All of section 3120.5. 
(2) Prior to commencement of oper-

ations, the lessee shall develop a plan 
of operations as described in 43 CFR 
3592.1 which ensures reasonable protec-
tion of the environment. 

[48 FR 7422, Feb. 18, 1983, as amended at 55 
FR 12351, Apr. 3, 1990; 70 FR 58615, Oct. 7, 
2005]] 

§ 3141.1 General. 

(a) Combined hydrocarbons or tar 
sands within a Special Tar Sand Area 
shall be leased only by competitive 
bonus bidding. 

(b) Oil and gas within a Special Tar 
Sand Area shall be leased by competi-
tive bonus bidding as described in 43 
CFR part 3120 or if no qualifying bid is 
received during the competitive bid-
ding process, the area offered for com-
petitive lease may be leased non-
competitively as described in 43 CFR 
part 3110. 

(c) The authorized officer may issue 
either combined hydrocarbon leases, or 
oil and gas leases for oil and gas within 
such areas. 

(d) The rights to explore for or de-
velop tar sand deposits in a Special Tar 
Sand Area may be acquired through ei-
ther a combined hydrocarbon lease or a 
tar sand lease. 

(e) An oil and gas lease in a Special 
Tar Sand Area does not include the 
rights to explore for or develop tar 
sand. 

(f) A tar sand lease in a Special Tar 
Sand Area does not include the rights 
to explore for or develop oil and gas. 

(g) The minimum acceptable bid for a 
lease issued for tar sand shall be $2 per 
acre. 

(h) The acreage of combined hydro-
carbon leases or tar sand leases held 
within a Special Tar Sand Area shall 
not be charged against acreage limita-
tions for the holding of oil and gas 
leases as provided in section 3101.2–1 of 
this title. 

(i)(1) The authorized officer may non-
competitively lease additional lands 
for ancillary facilities in a Special Tar 
Sand Area that are shown by an appli-
cant to be needed to support any oper-
ations necessary for the recovery of tar 
sand. Such uses include, but are not 
limited to, mill siting or waste dis-
posal. An application for a lease or per-
mit to use additional lands shall be 
filed under the provisions of part 2920 
of this title with the proper BLM office 
having jurisdiction of the lands. The 
application for additional lands may be 
filed at the time a plan of operations is 
filed. 

(2) A lease for the use of additional 
lands shall not be issued under this 
part when the use can be authorized 
under part 2800 of this title. Such uses 
include, but are not limited to, res-
ervoirs, pipelines, electrical generation 
systems, transmission lines, roads and 
railroads. 

(3) Within units of the National Park 
System, permits or leases for addi-
tional lands for any purpose shall be 
issued only by the National Park Serv-
ice. Applications for such permits or 
leases shall be filed with the Regional 
Director of the National Park Service. 

[47 FR 22478, May 24, 1982, as amended at 70 
FR 58615, Oct. 7, 2005] 

§ 3141.2 Prelease exploration within 
Special Tar Sand Areas. 

§ 3141.2–1 Geophysical exploration. 
Geophysical exploration in Special 

Tar Sand Areas shall be governed by 
part 3150 of this title. Information ob-
tained under a permit shall be made 
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